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He knew, of course, that no horse could take such a height :
at the same time he wanted it to have the nerve to try the
impossible. Hinzpeter made the same demand of his pupil,
while making him thoroughly aware of the limits of his
capacity.

Views on such a system will vary. To me it seems that an
education from which all joy is excluded is psychologically
false. Joyless as the personality of this dry, pedantic man,
with his gaunt meagre figure and parchment face, grown up
in the shadows of Calvinism, was his educational system ;
joyless the youth through which I was guided by the " hard
hand 3> of the " Spartan idealist."

Under Hinzpeter work started at 6 a.m. in summer, 7 a.m.
in winter, and went on to 6 or 7 at night, with but two breaks,
devoted to meals and physical exercises. The strain on a
boy of seven was pretty severe,

Hinzpeter's aim was the harmonious development of his
pupil's mental powers by the old {* classical " methods of
mental gymnastic. Its points were the acquisition of the power
to solve mental tasks through constant practice : a con-
scientious pursuit of knowledge and understanding: the
achievement of a historical point of view; and, above all,
the habit of duty. There must be no disturbance of this plan
either by the demands of a ceremonial kind, inevitably
considerable for a prince of the reigning house in Berlin, or
by the claims of other branches of my development, such as
riding, swimming, fencing, dancing and practice in French,
English, etc. All this had somehow to be fitted in; but
Hinzpeter's great plan must not be disturbed.

His religious instruction was, to my mind, quite excellent.
Though a Calvinist himself he gave his pupils Bible and
Hymn Book and left all dogmas and creeds severely alone.
They were, in his view, " products of the human spirit "
apt to " parsonify" the grand and simple outline of the
Christian Faith as taught by our Lord, and confuse the mind
of a child. To this wisdom I owe the fact that questions of
dogma and interpretation have never been of great importance
to me, and I have always been able to approach the problems
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